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bearded arrows of love, that enter with ease, but, when torn out, leave the wound greater.
A constant dissipation, and hurry of various trifles, is of great use in this case, and does not give leisure to the mind to receive lasting impressions; but beware of select coteries, where, without an engagement, a lady passes but for " an odd body."
A course gf visiting-days is also an excellent preservative against an attachment. The rigorous sentences of those tremendous tribunals, fulminated by the old and ugly upon the young and fair, and where, as in the Inquisition, the slightest suspicions amount to proofs, must necessarily strike great terror, and inspire wholesome resolutions.
I absolutely prohibit balls, the agitation of country-dances putting the blood into an unusual ferment, too favourable to the partner. Besides, they often encourage, and cause the first squeeze by the hand, which, according as it is taken, is either laid to the violence of the passion, or excused by the impetuosity of the dance. Moreover, there is a certain figure called settmg, that often occasions a familiar collision, which I have often known ominous, and in its consequences productive of other figures.
Masquerades should be used with great care and moderation, for though I do not look upon them as either convenient or necessary for the ratification of mutual love and alliance, I hold them to be exceedingly commodious for the previous negotiations; and there are certain secret articles in those treaties which are better asked, heard, and adjusted between the contracting parties, under a masque than barefaced.
I have no objection to Operas, the innocence of the